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SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IS A LEGAL REQUIREMENT!
“SECTION 444(1) EDUCATION ACT 1996 – IF THE CHILD IS ABSENT WITHOUT AUTHORISATION THEN THE PARENT IS
GUILTY OF AN OFFENCE. THIS IS A STRICT LIABILITY OFFENCE I.E. ALL THAT NEEDS TO BE SHOWN IS A LACK OF
REGULAR ATTENDANCE. SANCTIONS CAN INCLUDE A FINE OF UP TO £1,000.”         
    
ALL FORMS OF ABSENCE, INCLUDING HOLIDAYS AS WELL AS ILLNESS, DETERMINE OUR OVERALL ATTENDANCE. THE
BELOW CHARTS SHOWS THE SERIOUS IMPACT THAT PERSISTENT ABSENCE, AND JUST ONE HOLIDAY CAN HAVE
DURING TERM TIME. 

SCHOOLS HAVE A LEGAL DUTY TO PROMOTE GOOD ATTENDANCE AND TO ENSURE CHILDREN HAVE REGULAR AND
CONSISTENT ACCESS TO EDUCATION.

AT CLOWNE JUNIOR SCHOOL, WE KNOW FROM EXPERIENCE WHAT A POSITIVE IMPACT REGULAR ATTENDANCE HAS
ON NOT ONLY CHILDREN’S EDUCATION, BUT ALSO THEIR WELL-BEING. IT IS CLEAR TO US HOW HIGH RATES OF
ABSENCE NEGATIVELY AFFECT CHILDREN’S ACADEMIC, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT. TEACHERS FIND
THAT ABSENCE IS DISRUPTIVE FOR CHILDREN AND IT CAN BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO CATCH UP ON ANY MISSED
LEARNING. WE WANT ALL OF OUR PUPILS TO HAVE THE VERY BEST POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE THE MOST OF
THEIR EDUCATION AND TO BE HAPPY AND SETTLED AT SCHOOL.



If your child arrives late to school everyday, we guarantee that their
learning will suffer. The graph to the right shows the serious impact “just
five minutes” has.

We will also be forced to make Local Authority referrals for poor
punctuality at school, alongside persistent absence.
In addition to missing 10 full school days a year if your child is 15
minutes late, this will also mean that they will never access phonics
lessons, which are taught first thing in a morning, which in turn puts
them at a huge disadvantage before they attempt to access any other
elements of the curriculum.
Equally as important, some children feel very embarrassed and self-
conscious walking into a lesson that has already started, which is not
the start to the day we want for any pupil.

Please remember that we are here to help.
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These are some examples that are NOT acceptable reasons for absence:

Tiredness
A slight cold or other ailment which leaves the child “under the weather”, but able to cope with school
Holidays or long weekends away
Medical or dental appointments which could be made after school, or in the school holidays.

We do however, hope that we can avoid the above steps by working together. Please be aware that school have a legal
requirement to follow up attendance issues. We aim to offer as much support as we can before the situation escalates. 
We know that a range of circumstances including genuine illness causes absence from school. If your child is very unwell, of course
they should not be in school. If you are struggling with attendance, please get in touch with us – we want to help.

We will send a second letter, followed up by an attendance panel meeting with the Headteacher and Family Support Worker in attendance,
alongside parents/carers.
Should poor attendance continue, we will be forced to refer the case to the Local Authority to investigate further, issue fines, and potentially
prosecute.

If poor attendance continues:

We will then send a letter to both parents/carers (where applicable) via email to let you know about the issue, including your child’s current
attendance percentage.
Possible contact from our Family Support Worker to discuss any underlying issues.

What we will do if absence is becoming a problem for your child:

As a School we will do everything we can to raise the attendance of our pupils to as close to 100% as
possible, with 96% being considered “Satisfactory” whilst acknowledging that even at this level there
will be an impact upon the pupil’s education. This has forced us into adopting a “zero tolerance”
policy in line with instruction from Ofsted and the Department for Education.

ZERO TOLERANCE

As part of this, we will review attendance weekly, and work alongside our Family Support Worker, Mrs Cross, to raise attendance
across school.


